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1. We might as reasonably dispute whether it is the upper or the under

blade of a pair of scissors that cuts a piece of paper, as whether value
is governed by utility (demand) or cost of production (supply). It is true
that when one blade is held still, and the cutting is effected by moving
the other, we may say with careless brevity that the cutting is done by
the second; but the statement is not strictly accurate, and is to be
excused only so long as it claims to be merely a popular and not a
strictly scientific account of what happens. Alfred Marshall

2. The economic problem of society is thus not merely a problem of how
to allocate “given” resources…It is rather a problem of how to secure
the best use of resources known to any of the members of society, for
ends whose relative importance only these individuals know. Or, to put
it briefly, it is a problem of the utilization of knowledge which is not
given to anyone in its totality. Friedrich Hayek

3. (Paraphrasing liberally and perhaps incorrectly) No problem can be
solved from the same level of consciousness that created it. Albert
Einstein

4. The curious task of economics is to demonstrate to men how little they
really know about what they imagine they can design. Friedrich Hayek

5. When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to
everything else in the Universe. John Muir
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1. The quote from Marshall highlights that we do not have an

electricity market.

2. To the extent that we have a so-called wholesale electricity
“market”, the scarce resource being allocated is short-term
transmission capacity and not electricity. (Dispatch is to “load”
not “Demand.”)

3. Furthermore, to the extent that we have a retail electricity
“market” the scarce resource being allocated is – nothing.

4. In their current state neither the wholesale or retail markets
allocate electricity.

5. That reality wasn’t so harmful until we started taking
seriously (and honestly believing) the simplifying but false
narrative that what is in place is actually a market for
electricity.
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6. As a consequence we have stretched, contorted, disfigured,

and bludgeoned the structure in an attempt to impose a false
reality.

1. What we have put in place is necessary – but nowhere close to
being sufficient. The structure will never accomplish what we
want/need it to, because it can not accomplish it. Non-
discriminatory open access requires a mechanism for allocating
transmission capacity. That was the first step.

7. Technological innovation coupled with cultural change is
demanding that we develop an actual electricity market. In the
end these forces will win and at the very least they will
require us to rethink/change:

1. The way we think about, define and operationalize reliability.

2. The way we use and procure electricity.

3. The way we transact electricity.

4. The mechanism for allocating electricity.
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1. Hayek’s (first) quote gives us the essence of the problem – “the
utilization of knowledge”, i.e., the “knowledge problem.”

2. The existing paradigm is fundamentally based on centralization
of knowledge and centralization of decision-making.

3. As relevant and necessary knowledge becomes decentralized
and spreads throughout a multitude of economic agents, the
job of the central planner, i.e. the RTO, will become (has
already become?) increasingly more difficult, costly, complex
and performance will decline.

1. Eventually the system will implode under its own weight.

4. The initial response of the old paradigm has been, and will
continue to be, to enact barriers to entry to new technology
under the banner of “reliability, efficiency, and optimization.”

5. Where knowledge is widespread and decentralized the price
mechanism has been found to be the best structure for
coordinating decisions and allocating resources.
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6. The risk of failure and the significance (cost) of failure
increase the greater the degree of centralization.

7. “Technological” advances in smart meters, DG, IoT, batteries,
smart buildings, blockchain, the cloud, etc., are all consistent
with decentralized decision making.

1. Allows more decisions and more efficient/better decisions to be
made at the level of the individual user or producer rather than by
the RTO as a central planner.
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1. The quote/paraphrase from Einstein is perhaps the most
immediately relevant to the current state of the market.

2. The organized RTO/ISO “markets” do not represent anything truly
new or different than what was done in the past.

1. As already noted, neither the wholesale or retail electricity “markets”
allocate electricity.

2. Centralized decision-making and centralized dispatch are not new
concepts.

3. As should have been expected, the RTO administered markets are
over-engineered and reflect a lack of understanding or
appreciation of how the market mechanism actually works.

1. “Efficiency” and “optimality” are theoretical outcomes – not forced
results.

2. Markets are best understood as a dynamic process, informed/guided by
the price mechanism, of acquiring, updating and acting on information.
While static equilibrium analysis is useful to understand specific
welfare properties of theoretical market solutions, it does not
represent the appropriate starting point for an actual real world
market.
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4. The existing underlying institutional structure reflects the
increasingly irrelevant, false and harmful separation of
“wholesale” and “retail” activities.

5. As quality, i.e., reliability, is increasingly commoditized via
technology and personal preferences the old paradigm will
cease to be useful and will eventually become obsolete.
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1. The (second) quote from Hayek reminds to think about the

complexity of markets and in particular the difference
between complicated and complex.

2. “A complicated issue, is one in which the components can be
separated and dealt with in a systematic and logical way that
relies on a set of static rules or algorithms. It may be hard to
see, but there's a fixed order in something that is merely
complicated and that allows you to deal with it in a repeatable
manner. On the other hand, a complex issue is one in which you
can't get a firm handle on the parts and there are no rules,
algorithms, or natural laws. Things that are complex have no
such degree of order, control, or predictability. A complex
thing is much more challenging – and different than – the sum
of its parts, because its parts interact in unpredictable ways.”
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3. Markets are complex – but need not be complicated – a fact

that we have increasingly ignored with significant
consequences, e.g., On Default Correlation: A Copula
Function Approach. (Who knows/understands the importance
of this paper?)

4. “Trust is fine, control is better.” (Actual quote from a
participant at a FERC Conference) Underlying this philosophy
is the notion that electricity markets, while complicated, can
be “…dealt with in a systematic and logical way that relies on a
set of static rules or algorithms.”
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1. The passage from John Muir suggests that we should
recognize that (1) what is really of concern is the overall
performance of the entire electricity market and not just
individual components and (2) incremental changes should be
evaluated in terms of the sum of their effects across the
entire market.

2. Just like any market, “the” electricity market is best thought of
as an ecosystem; an interdependent system comprised of a
myriad of different transaction mechanisms and economic
decision-making agents.

3. In this context, optimal and efficient as desirable outcomes –
or metrics of success – of any single component – are far
less important than the stability, sustainability and resiliency
of the entire system.

1. Consider the ramifications of significantly high spot prices on credit
requirements, overall liquidity and ultimately price formation/discovery.
This is not to say that high prices are "bad” but understanding all of the
ramifications is very important.

2. The key is how well the linkages between the various components “work”
together to produce a stable, sustainable, and resilient system.
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4. Data is not the same thing as information and information is not
the same thing as knowledge. I would argue: data is a necessary
(but not sufficient) input to information and similarly
information is a necessary (but not sufficient) input to
knowledge and knowledge is a necessary (But not sufficient)
input to understanding…all of which takes us back to Hayek.
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• Thank you for your time and patience.

• It has been a privilege to share my thoughts with you today and I
am grateful for the opportunity.

• I will post a (much) longer version of this presentation on my
website: www.fpeconomics.com in the next week or so if you are
interested.

• If you have any thoughts or questions please email me at:
ron@fpeconomics.com
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